Student Government Board
Voter’s Guide

2021 Elections Committee

Common Questions about Voting
When can you vote?
Vote on March 2

nd

How can you vote?
Vote through pi.tt/sgbelections
Who can you vote for?
One Presidential Candidate and
Three Board Candidates

Referendum Question
SUMMARY OF CHANGES
The Student Government Board has chartered a task force to review the SGB Constitution.
The task force has recommended the following changes:
· Restructure titles and duties of Board Members
· Adjust definition of student to include part-time non-CGS undergraduates
· Add a Diversity and Inclusion statement
· Clarify role of the Assembly
· Refine requirements for holding offices
· Add requirement for written policies for certain SGB bodies

A detailed summary and the updated Constitution can be found here:

Question: Shall the recommendation of the Constitutional Review Task Force to
amend the Student Government Board Constitution be adopted?
ANSWER CHOICES:
Yes ✅
No ❌

Betterment Slate
Brennan Conway
Board Candidate
Junior – Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania
Economics and Political
Science
My name is Brennan Conway, and I am
running to represent you, me, and all 19,200
Pitt Students on Student Government Board as
part of the Betterment Slate. As Pitt students,
we enjoy all the benefits of our University’s rich
history, unique urban environment, and
unparalleled academic excellence. Most
importantly, we are all members of a resilient
and inclusive community, and the challenges we’ve faced and conquered this year
have certainly proven that. But we think Pitt can be even Better. That’s why we
built our core platform around our community with three main goals: 1. Establish a
joint and open student committee to review the Flex@Pitt Model and make concrete
recommendations to the administration. 2. Advocate for the University to sign the
Chicago Statement on Free Speech, or to amend the Pitt Promise with a similar
statement that ensures all students and faculty have the broadest possible latitude to
speak, write, listen, challenge, and learn free from fear or interference. 3.
Streamline the allocations process for student orgs and ensure full transparency on
where and how our $2.7 million Student Activities Fund is distributed. We also
promise to listen to you. As representatives, nothing is more important to us than
ensuring every student’s voice is heard, so we will remain accessible and carefully
consider every issue or proposal that you bring to us. Let’s make our great
University better, together. Vote for Betterment on March 2nd.

Betterment Slate
Jack Ruotolo
Board Candidate
Freshman – Chester Springs,
Pennsylvania
Political Science and Philosophy
My name is Jack Ruotolo and I am a freshman
studying Politics and Philosophy. I am thrilled to be
running for a position on the Pitt Student
Government Board this year. The core focus of our
platform is the Pitt student. When the student is the
central focus of SGB, great things can be
accomplished. The Pitt undergrad student is not just a
member of one class or the other, not just a member
of this club or that club; rather the Pitt student is
every one of us – all ~20,000 undergraduates. That will be my focus on SGB, and I
will strive to ensure it is the focus of every other SGB member as well. We want to
better the lives of every student, which is why we have decided to call ourselves the
Betterment slate. We want to do better and be better. While our platform is
expansive, it can be condensed down to three major points and policies. 1.) Establish
an expansive ad hoc committee composed of varying student groups to review
COVID-related policies to determine what worked and how we can keep certain
policies into the future. 2.) Push the university to adopt the Chicago Statement and
include new language into the Pitt Promise and code of ethics to protect free speech
and individual rights. 3.) Simplify the allocations process and make the process
equitable and fair to all student groups, so they can get the funding they deserve.
Let’s be better together. Vote for Betterment on March 2nd.

Brightside Slate
Tyler Viljaste
Presidential Candidate
Junior – Gibsonia, Pennsylvania
Political Science, Philosophy, and
Finance
My name is Tyler Viljaste (he/him), and I am a Junior
pursuing a dual degree in Politics and Philosophy and
Finance. This year, I am running for Student
Government Board president for the upcoming
academic year. As a former member of the First Year
Council, the former Chair of the Community and
Governmental Relations Committee, and as the
current Vice President and Chief of Cabinet, I have
been extensively involved in Student Government
Board in my time at Pitt, which I believe makes me
uniquely qualified for great success as president. As President, I will work on
promoting civic engagement (by working on implementing the Civic Engagement
Hub and Civic Advising), promoting transparency and collaboration between
students and administration, promoting not simply diversity but inclusivity (by
working to implement the LGBTQIA+ task force proposal for an LGBTQIA+
center and using the SGB reserves to fund parts of the Black Senate demands), and
reducing financial stress for students (by advocating for fee cuts, a tuition freeze,
and adding to the student COVID-19 relief fund). This pandemic has challenged us
in ways we never could have imagined, but I am optimistic for the future: having
witnessed the incredible resilience and strength of our community, I know that we
will get through this pandemic. It is time to look to the Brightside - to project hope
and optimism for a safe and successful upcoming year - and I hope you will consider
voting for me so that we can see this vision through.

Brightside Slate
Nikhita Chakraborty
Board Candidate
Sophomore – Irvine, California
History and Political Science
My name is Nikhita Chakraborty (she/her), and
I am a sophomore double majoring in History
and Political Science, with a minor in Studio
Arts. I am running for Student Government
Board because it crafted me into the woman I
am today; from being a member of the First
Year Council and the
Community and Governmental Relations
Committee as a freshman, to becoming the vicechair of that committee as a sophomore, I have
been a part of SGB since the beginning of my
time here at Pitt. These unique experiences have given me an opportunity to
advocate for students’ voices for the past two years, and I’d be honored to continue
doing that. If elected as a board member, my initiatives would include increasing
diversity in academic resources (by creating networking systems for more
international/immigrant students), introducing new mental health resources
(through more preventative mental health workshops), and focusing on legal
transparency (by creating an easily accessible resource for undergraduates with
legal questions). I believe in providing the best resources for every single Pitt
student, and these initiatives will take us one step closer to achieving that goal.
These past few months have tested us in ways we didn’t even know possible, but I
know we have the strength to stay strong; our community of students has already
come together in a truly extraordinary way. And we can continue this trend and
grow even stronger—take a step with me towards the
Brightside, and I’ll show you how.

Brightside Slate
Aboli Kesbhat
Board Candidate
Junior – Cincinnati, Ohio
Neuroscience and Psychology
My name is Aboli Kesbhat (she/her) and I am
running for SGB! I am a junior studying
Neuroscience and Psychology, with minors in
GSWS and Chemistry. SGB has made me the Pitt
student I am today. As the current Chairwoman of
the Allocations Committee, I work to fund, better,
and diversify the Pitt experience. Serving three
years on this committee has taught me to put
myself in the shoes of my peers and make decisions
in their best interest. If elected as a board member,
my initiatives would involve Allocations, Activities,
and Awareness (the three A’s!). Allocations: I will
support student organization independence and develop scholarships to properly
value the diverse students and their creative ideas that are at the heart of Pitt.
Activities: I will facilitate communication across student groups, creating
communities of students with analogous objectives. In organizing these
conversations between student leaders, SGB can intervene with resources (e.g.
grants) to best support their collaborative ideas. Awareness: I will establish regular
correspondence between students and their departments, deans, and SGB to make
the University as transparent as possible. As a Pitt student, you should have access
to the funds, resources, and knowledge to craft the Pitt experience you deserve. I
will ensure that these opportunities are clearly presented to you, rather than
expecting you to search for them in your times of need. Although this year has tested
us in unimaginable ways, it’s time to look on the Brightside and, using the three A’s,
I’ll guide you there.

Brightside Slate
Matt Moore
Board Candidate
Sophomore – New Castle,
Pennsylvania
Political Science and Philosophy
My name is Matt Moore and I am a sophomore
pursuing a BPhil degree in Politics & Philosophy
with minors in Economics and Public Service. I am
running for Student Government Board because I
am dedicated to rebuilding Pitt in the aftermath of
these current trying times. All the tools I acquired on
the First Year Council, CGR Committee, and
Elections Committee have prepared me for this
election as the Board faces unprecedented challenges.
If elected to the Board, I would focus on a few
different areas in which I bring deep experience. Due to my work with Pitt College
Democrats and Pitt For Biden, I want to bring more awareness to the upcoming offyear elections. Local elections are just as important as presidential elections and
every student should learn the stakes. Joining with civic task forces, I would
improve the university’s efforts regarding voter participation on campus 365 days a
year. As a brother of Delta Chi, I also want to be a voice for the vast Greek Life
community on campus and connect our needs to those of the administration.
Coming out of the pandemic, student orgs and clubs will need serious help in
returning to normal. I believe it is vital that the 2021-22 Student Government Board
accurately reflects the diversity of the student-run organizations at Pitt in order to
succeed. That return to normal is what I like to call “the brightside,” which can only
be fully achieved if every voice has a seat at the table.

Elevate Slate
Danielle Floyd
Board Candidate
Sophomore – Columbia,
Maryland
Economics
My name is Danielle Floyd, and I'm a sophomore
studying economics with a global health certificate
on a pre-med track. I am humbled and eager to be
running for Student Government Board. My
entire undergraduate career, I have been involved
in student government board: a member of the
First Year Council, and Wellness Committee
Chair for this year. As chair, my biggest
accomplishments include organizing and planning
Mental Health Awareness Month and establishing
mental health liaisons in student groups. I am also a sister of Rho Psi Eta (prehealth sorority), a Mental Health Student Coalition member, and a member of
Black Action Society. As a member of the Student Government Board, I am looking
to finish the work I have already started: 1) advocate for more inclusive mental
health, especially for underrepresented and disengaged students; 2) Creating spaces
where under represented students can have open conversations about their
communities and build solidarity; 3) Provide support to survivors of sexual assault
through a peer-to-peer connection. I’m running for Student Government Board
because I believe the University of Pittsburgh should work to empower student
voices to call the university to action on issues that have been brought to light,
especially supporting students amid the pandemic. In all the work that I do, I want
to make students a priority and meet their needs. I intend to be an advocate for all
students and meet them where they are in my capacity as an SGB member.

Elevate Slate
Caroline Goodwin
Board Candidate
Sophomore – West Chester,
Pennsylvania
Biological Sciences
My name is Caroline Goodwin and I am a
sophomore studying Biological Sciences on the PreMed track. I am a sister of Kappa Delta Sorority
where I serve as Greek Week Chair. I am also a
member of the Blue and Gold Society as well as the
Pitt Alumni Student Network. Last year I served as
a member of the Allocations Committee of Student
Government Board. During my time on the
committee, I learned much more than I could have imagined. While different clubs
and organizations came to meet with us to discuss their events and programs, I was
getting to know so much more of Pitt’s student life than I anticipated. If elected to
board I hope to increase engagement, particularly of upperclassmen, and connect
more students to organizations that may suit them. Considering this past year, I
think it is especially important to extend new membership opportunities to those
with new interests or those who have not chosen to get involved in the past. I also
hope to be an advocate for maintaining aspects of the Flex at Pitt model in the
coming years. Having lectures available to rewatch and/or the capability to join a
class remotely opens a new world of possibilities we could not have imagined prior
to the pandemic. It would be a privilege to be a member of Student Government
Board. Thank you for this opportunity, and as always, Hail to Pitt!

Elevate Slate
Ryan Murphy
Board Candidate
Sophomore – Gibsonia,
Pennsylvania
Political Science and History
Hi! My name is Ryan Murphy, and I am a
sophomore studying Political Science and History
with a minor in Economics. I am excited to be
running for Student Government Board this
semester as I hope to be part of a movement to bring
positive change to Pitt! Since the start of my
undergraduate career, I have been involved in SGB.
Last year, I was a member of the First Year Council
as well as the Community and Governmental
Relations Committee. This year, I serve as the Chair
of the Community and Governmental Relations Committee where I work alongside
committee members to promote civic engagement and student interactions with the
greater community. As chair, some of my biggest accomplishments include
organizing Pitt’s annual Civic Engagement Week, disseminating information on off
campus living, and leading the Pitt Votes Student Task Force in an effort to
promote voter registration on campus. Outside of SGB, I am a brother of Beta
Theta Pi. I am running for Student Government Board because I truly love this
University, and I want to be a leader in the effort to help it reach its full potential. If
elected, I will make student engagement my top priority by expanding on the work
of the PittVotes initiative and furthering the relationship between students and
Oakland residents. I sincerely hope to earn your vote so that we can work together
to elevate student life and maintain community despite the recent challenges. Thank
you, and Hail to Pitt!

Vision Slate
Joe Landsittel
Presidential Candidate
Junior – Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Applied Mathematics and Physics
& Astronomy
Hello all! My name is Joe Landsittel, and I am a junior
studying physics and math. Over the past two years, I
have loved serving as an RA, listening to and learning
from a diverse group of students. I am the sixth
member of my family to go to this school and a native
of Pittsburgh. I am running for Student Government
President in order to make SGB a more inclusive and
transparent organization. I believe that SGB should be
open to all students, and that it should actively
communicate with the student body so that it can
represent the voice of all of us.
This means that we have a vision of an inclusive SGB that welcomes people with
different ideas and different backgrounds – a transparent SGB that clearly presents
how the student activities fee is being distributed on their website – an attentive
SGB that forges strong, long lasting connections with student organizations. SGB
should take a two-step approach to action: (1) it should listen to the concerns of the
students and bring student leaders from across campus into the room when issues
are being discussed, and (2) it should work with student groups to rally the student
body behind goals such as fossil fuel divestment. This is our vision – will you help us
move it forward?

Vision Slate
Jessie Rindfleisch
Board Candidate
Junior – Columbus, Ohio
Bioengineering
Hi! My name is Jessie and I’m a third-year
engineering student running with a vision to increase
resources provided to students to uplift their mental
state. As someone who loves to dance and is always
on the go, I find there are too few spots to destress
alone. As a board member, I will work to increase the
number of safe spaces available on campus –
including extra mental health-oriented rooms in each
dorm, and extra creative spaces and rec rooms.
Mental health is emphasized to a certain extent on
campus, but if you don’t pay attention to the large
number of emails sent daily, you are likely to miss the
few events based on student wellness. For those who
don’t want to participate in group wellness activities (which, let’s be real, there
aren’t many who do) there are few spaces to create or have time to yourself (or get
away from your roommate). I’m also running to increase the amount of female
representation in STEM fields at Pitt through the expansion of current programs
and with the help of existing students. Inclusivity shouldn’t feel like a purposeful
separation of groups like it often is advertised, and I’m running to increase
communication between those who feel misrepresented and those who are supposed
to help represent them. A great way to bridge the gap between these two groups is
through mentorship programs, of which I have extensive experience.

Vision Slate
Daniel Rudy
Board Candidate
Junior – Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Math, Computer Science, and
Economics
My name is Dan Rudy and I’m a Junior studying
math, computer science, and economics. I’m running
for SGB because I’ve spent the past four years in
leadership positions, on and off campus, and now I
want to dedicate my energy toward making Pitt a
better place to study, work, and live. Last year, as
President of the Resident Student Association, I was
the main student representative in ending our 29year contract with Sodexo and upgrading our dining
halls. I was also a fierce advocate for mental health
reforms, all while managing the second largest
student organization on campus as its president.
Now, I’ve taken a role on the board of directors of a multinational nonprofit,
writing policy to improve the college experience for students across the country. I’m
going to hit the ground running next year to address the issues that matter most to
Pitt students. Strong mental health support matters now more than ever. SGB needs
to be transparent about where our student activities fee is going. We need consistent
communication from administration about more than the pandemic. More than
anything, Pitt students need to be heard, and I want to be your voice in SGB.

Vision Slate
Nadine Sadaka
Board Candidate
Junior – Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Emergency Medicine
Hi! I’m Nadine, a pre-med student, and I’m running
on the Vision slate. And no, I’m not talking about
20/20 vision; we all know how that year went. College
is costly. Just like you, every semester, I have to buy
expensive textbooks from the University Store. We
shouldn’t have to pay more for academic resources. I
aim to give students cost-transparency about
textbooks and provide low-cost, free books.
Additionally, I’ll work with the administration to
create more affordable clothing; after all, no one has
room for a $70 jacket with all that student debt! As an
RA, I notice many issues, one being no tampons in the
residence hall bathrooms. Being a woman, I
understand how period poverty increases the risk of depression, anxiety, and
further financial barriers. As the mental health vice-chair of SGB, I helped increase
the availability and awareness of mental health resources. We already deal with
academic pressures that negatively affect our mental and physical health. I plan to
give students financial relief and offer free menstrual products across the campus. I
am passionate about building a more inclusive and supportive atmosphere for
mental illness and health overall. As a board member, I plan to continue to
minimize economic stressors and alleviate the mental health toll many students face.
That’s my 2021 vision!

Independent Candidate
Harshitha Ramanan
Presidential Candidate
Sophomore – Austin, Texas
Neuroscience
Hello Everyone! My name is Harshitha Ramanan
and I am a sophomore here at Pitt. I am a
Neuroscience major on the Pre-Med track! A little
fun fact about me: I have lived in India, Dubai,
Bahrain, England, California, Texas, and
Pennsylvania. I plan on running as President for
SGB during this election season. Why? Because I
love this school and I want to see it improve. That
would be the shortest answer I can give you!
However, I have been heavily involved in ResGov
and this has given me a unique perspective on what
students want and what needs to be done. I don’t want to be someone who always
talks and never takes action so this is step one of me taking action. A few things I
would like to focus on are: Keeping the virtual option existent post-pandemic and
growing flex at Pitt. Working on making the campus more disability-friendly.
Renewing the focus on clubs to build a sense of community on campus. Having
students get more involved in the larger community and giving back to the place we
call home. Making physical and mental health resources more widely known and
available for students. Having emergency services made more available (e.g.Title 9
Office, Student Health Services). If you want to know more about what I hope to
accomplish go check out my long statement:) I hope I have your vote!

Independent Candidate
Daniel Temmallo
Board Candidate
First Year – Marlborough,
Massachusetts
Political Science and Public &
Professional Writing
Hello all! I’m Daniel Temmallo, and I am running to
be a part of your Student Government Board. I am a
freshman double majoring in political science and
public & professional writing, and I am hopeful you
will place your trust in me this spring. This past
year, I have served as President of the Sutherland
Hall Council, serving alongside my fellow students to
help solve problems and organize events throughout
our hall. In this role I have worked to hold a highly
successful food drive, run multiple successful
programs, and cultivated a spirit of community
throughout the Hall. I could not have achieved this
without the determination, teamwork, and
communication that flourished within our council, and how the right people for the job can
transform a community for the better. I hope you all can find me to be the right person for
the job. I hope to bring those values to the university-wide level. I want to amplify the
voices of every student and student-led organization, and ensure their concerns are heard
by someone who cares. I want to help those who were isolated away from campus to feel
included when they arrive to campus. I want every single student to feel at home, and safe,
no matter where they are. And I want all of us to find ways to give back to others, through
community service and civic engagement efforts across Oakland. Thank you for giving me
this chance. I’ll make it worth your while.

