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Student Government Board hereby announces the dismissal of Lauren Barney as Student Government 

Board Elections Committee Chair. Effective immediately, Kevin Tracey will serve as Acting Chair for 

the remainder of the Board’s term. 

 

Tracey previously served as Elections Committee Vice Chair prior to Barney’s dismissal. 

 

Under Section 8.01 of Article VIII of the Student Government Board Constitution, the Board has the 

power to dismiss a Committee Chair at any time with a two-thirds vote. Under Subsections B and C of 

Section 8.01, grounds for dismissal include failure to act in accordance with the responsibilities as 

outlined by the Constitution, the Student Government Board Bylaws and/or the Code of Ethics, and 

failure to perform the duties of an individual’s office, as prescribed and determined by the Board. 

 

Board Members Graeme Meyer and Meghan Murphy were not present for the meeting and the 

deliberations that led up to the vote, as well as the vote itself due to ongoing campaigns. 

 

The Board, barring Meyer and Murphy, concluded that the sanctity of the election could have been 

compromised if Barney were to retain her post. 

 

“While this decision wasn’t easily reached, the Board maintains that the integrity of the election 

process is of the utmost importance,” said President Mike Nites. “We’re incredibly confident in Kevin 

Tracey’s capacity to work with the Board, candidates, University administration and the student body 

to ensure that the election is conducted in a fair, honest and efficient manner, in line with the 

responsibilities of the position with which he’s now charged.” 

 

Barney is granted the right to appeal the Board’s decision to dismiss her under Section 8.02 of Article 

VIII of the Constitution, and has chosen to do so. Her appeal will go before the Student Government 

Board Judicial Committee. A two-thirds majority is required for the Judicial Committee’s final 

decision to stand. 

 

President Nites and Elections Chair Tracey are hereby available for comment and can be reached by 

email at mpn10@pitt.edu and sgb.elections@gmail.com, respectively. 
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