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Independent Candidate

Corbin Makar — Presidential Candidate 

he/they
Junior — Latrobe, PA 
Communication Rhetoric; Political Science Minor 



Corbin Makar
Hi Pitt! My name is Corbin Makar, I'm a junior communication rhetoric major with a minor in political science, and
here's a little bit about me! Growing up east of Pittsburgh, I’ve always felt a connection to the city. I would visit a lot
whether it be for my high school swim meets, to see my favorite bands live, or even just to explore what Pittsburgh
has to offer. I’ve made a lot of memories growing up here and I continue to make many more at the University while
pursuing my undergrad. I didn’t always go to Pitt though. It’s always interesting to tell people this, but I transferred
here during my sophomore year, and boy was there a slight culture shock. Moving from a rural campus of about
3,500 undergraduate students to an urban one with almost 20,000 was frightening, but at the same time amazing.
The University and its surrounding community provide so many opportunities for students like us to learn and grow
together, and because of that, I want to help continue driving this forward. 

As a board member right now, I’ve had the amazing opportunity to learn how Student Government Board works.
From its structure to the services and opportunities we make available to every student, we truly are a
representative body of this University’s undergrads. In my time at Student Government Board, I’ve advocated and
participated in many committees and programs. As a start, I chartered our Dining Ad-hoc Committee in partnership
with RSA to help better advocate for students’ dietary needs and concerns on campus. On top of this, we opened
the committee to any member of the Pitt community to attend, discuss, and voice their concerns directly to the
ones in charge. I’ve also authored a bill with another board member to help ease confusion and speed up our voting
procedures in relation to public meetings. I’ve continued to attend the University’s Dietrich Undergraduate Council
with other members to help approve proposals for courses to fulfill General Education Requirements. Plus, I’m
finally beginning work on advocating for an LGBTQIA+ research center to be centrally located on campus as this is
something our community is currently lacking. 

If elected to Student Government Board President, there are three main areas that I would advocate for to work on
making our community more beneficial, more inclusive, and safer for Pitt students. First, student workers’ wages
need completely overhauled. Coming out of a pandemic with inflation and historically high college costs, there’s
absolutely no excuse as to why Pitt student workers are making roughly the same rates as Pitt students pre-
pandemic. By chartering a new task force focused specifically on student wages and including students from all
areas of employment and backgrounds found at the University. Second, we should continue pushing for a resource
center specifically catering to LGBTQIA+ students on campus. One that provides counseling on a variety of topics
ranging from sexual and mental health. Plus, it should overall serve as an umbrella location/group for all LGBTQIA+
organizations found on our campus. Finally, we must continue to address all forms of sexual violence, hold
individuals accountable for their actions, and uplift survivors' voices through peer support and education. By
renewing our already existing committee for this, expanding available resources and funding to it, and including
even more groups working already on such issues, there’s no reason why we can’t make our community a safer
place for students. 

Looking over this, individuals usually ask me, “How can you do this running as an independent?” And to be honest,
that’s genuinely a great question. However, I am certain that I’d be able to achieve these goals as president with the
support of the entirety of the Student Government Board. At the end of the day, we each have our own opinions
and motives for why we’re running, but there’s no reason why we should ever let those get in the way of working
with each other. To make sure this is achieved, we need strong and unbiased leadership. Leadership where one
shouldn’t be afraid to blurt out their ideas, even if the group might not agree with them. I take pride in being able to
listen to all sides of an issue, take them into account, and steer my group in the right direction while allowing them
to provide feedback if we need to adapt. By being independent together, we can make Pitt a more beneficial,
inclusive, and overall safer place for all students.

Independent Candidate



Illuminate Slate

Ryan Young — Presidential Candidate 

he/they
Junior — Newtown, PA
Mathematics, Physics and Astronomy; Quantum Computing and
Quantum Information Certificate



Illuminate Slate
Ryan Young
Hi everyone! My name is Ryan Young (he/they), and I’m thrilled to be running for President of the Student
Government Board on the Illuminate Slate! I’m a junior majoring in Math and Astronomy and currently serve as the
Vice President for Governance of SGB, and I’m from Bucks County, PA. Outside of school, I’ve served as the Head
Delegate of our Model United Nations team, organizing and leading trips to schools around the country—and
making sure everyone is having fun doing it :)! I also serve as the Lead Resident Assistant of Sutherland Hall. This is
my second year serving as an RA, and I’ve loved supporting freshmen through their transition to college! I am also a
leader of the Society of Physics Students and Ultraviolets, our LGBTQ+ physics club. Through these organizations,
I’ve worked to try and improve the department to make it more approachable and inviting. I also do research with a
group working on the optical effects of eclipses (it involves launching a lot of weather balloons) and with a civil
engineering lab looking to improve the accessibility of hydrological simulations. I also occasionally try and fail to
crochet, but I’m hoping my next project finally turns out well. I’m also a huge fan of Fiona Apple and am still holding
out for a Fetch the Bolt Cutters.

I joined SGB as a member of the Board this year to improve resources for trans and gender nonconforming
students and to work on improving sexual misconduct prevention. I have created and led the Students Against
Sexual Misconduct Ad-Hoc committee, which has worked closely with Title IX and senior administration to identify
failings in our prevention efforts. We have also partnered with organizations like It’s On Us to uplift and make a
robust coalition of students already doing work to end sexual misconduct. I’ve also worked with facilities and
Residence Life to improve gender-neutral bathroom options and housing for trans* students. I have also been
working to improve and strengthen the Assembly, the advisory body through which student leaders can speak
directly to the Board and have their issues and opinions heard. I have found working in this position to be some of
the most important work of my life and I am elated with the opportunity to continue this work as President. 

I’m running for President to make ending sexual misconduct a core mission of student government. I will form a
committee within the Cabinet that works to support survivors, advocate for enhanced Title IX policy, and improve
misconduct prevention efforts, especially by securing funding for expanded peer education. By creating a
committee within the Cabinet, the Students Against Sexual Misconduct committee’s work will be continued and
transitioned through student government, allowing activism to be more effective and long-term. Additionally, I will
improve the Board’s communication with student organizations and recenter the voices of student leaders outside
of SGB. The expectation should not be that the Student Government Board is the sole student voice to be heard:
student leaders in every organization should be valued for their perspectives and voices. I will form a task force to
identify how we can improve the process by which organizations become officially recognized as a student
governance group and improve direct communication between administration and Pitt’s diverse array of student
clubs. By allowing more organizations to be officially recognized in this capacity by Student Affairs, we can make
sure their student voices aren’t lost. Throughout this process, I will also inspect SGB’s structure to reorganize it to
best work for students. It’s essential that students outside of the Board are granted as much say in the decision
making process as possible. 

Ultimately, as your president, I will make ending sexual misconduct a fundamental goal of SGB and build an inviting,
transparent, and attentive student government. I will do everything in my power to uplift outside student voices,
and my goal is to make the Student Government Board work for you as best as possible. If you have any questions
or would like to chat, please reach out at rsy3@pitt.edu! Help us brighten Pitt’s future by voting for the Illuminate
Slate on March 21st!



Sarah Mayer — Board Candidate 

Illuminate Slate

she/her
Sophomore — Pittsburgh, PA
Neuroscience, Psychology; Chemistry Minor; Conceptual Foundations of
Medicine Certificate



Illuminate Slate
Sarah Mayer
Hi everyone! My name is Sarah Mayer (she/her), and I’m so excited to be running for a Board Member position on
the Student Government Board with the Illuminate Slate! I’m a sophomore majoring in Neuroscience and
Psychology, and I was born and raised right here in Pittsburgh in the Squirrel Hill area; go Steelers! Outside of
school, I’m the president of TEDx Pitt where we're dedicated to initiating the diffusion of ideas across campus
aimed to engage and educate students, catalyzing discussion and change. In addition to TEDx, I am Resident
Assistant in Sutherland Hall. Some of my favorite memories from this year have been our building wide pancake
night program and doing de-stress coloring with students on my floor. Another project I’m passionate about is the
research I’m involved in. I work in the Behavioral Immunology Lab where we look to explore how psychological and
social factors impact the immune system. I also love playing with my three dogs: Olly, Rubble, and Dolly. Olly is the
most menacing and tries to jump out of the car window if we’re going slow enough. At home you will catch me
listening to Mac Miller or SZA while I bake a triple batch of chocolate chip cookies for my friends. 

Over the past two years, I’ve been in SGB, last year on the Academic Affairs Committee and this year I serve as a
member of the Allocations Committee. On the Allocations Committee we work towards distributing part of the
Student Activities Fund to student organizations in need. This past fall we reviewed 125 requests and distributed
$510,867.49. Throughout the rest of the semester, I look forward to equitably providing even more financial
assistance to clubs in need. If you ever have any questions about the allocations process or how to secure funds
for your organization, don’t hesitate to contact me! 

I’m running for a Board Member position to strengthen the direct lines of communication between students and
faculty of the university, fostering an environment in which students’ voices are always heard and prioritized. How
will I help brighten students' lives? First, as college students we all know how stressful it can be to select classes
and professors that align with your styles of learning and goals. We all look to Rate My Professor and other sites to
guide our decision making, but shouldn’t there be other resources? With this dilemma, I will work towards requiring
professors to provide example syllabi/class layouts before and during enrollment. This way, students will be able to
see how classes are structured and what will compose the largest portions of their grades. Another initiative I’m
enthusiastic about working on is financial transparency in the Allocations process. I’ve found that many students
outside of student government have no idea what the Allocations Committee does and why their money is going to
them. I will work to make sure students know where their funds are going through more direct outreach, along with
weekly reports on who is receiving money and how much. I’m also prepared to make the allocations process more
accessible through adequate explanation and advertisement by holding workshops and more traveling office
hours. The final initiative I’m passionate about is dining inclusivity. The quality of dining, along with the options
made available on campus always seem to fall short of student expectations. Growing up in the Jewish community,
I know exactly how challenging it can be to enjoy food that aligns with religious, cultural, and other general dietary
practices. With this, I will increase direct access to on campus dieticians and expand catering options for on
campus programs. This will look like Kosher catering being offered in the WPU or Halal food in the O’Hara Student
Center. 

Ultimately, as a Board Member I will act as an advocate and liaison on behalf of all students, optimizing
communication and setting a precedent in which student voices are put first. I will work towards a campus where
student concerns are addressed with timeliness and individualized care because each one of you is what truly
brings the light to Pitt. If you have any questions or just want to chat, please feel free to reach out at
SJM189@pitt.edu! Help us brighten Pitt’s future by voting for the Illuminate Slate on March 21st!



Sarah Siddiqui — Board Candidate 

Illuminate Slate

she/her
Sophomore — Scranton, PA
Sociology



Illuminate Slate
Sarah Siddiqui
Hi everyone! My name is Sarah Siddiqui (she/her), and I’m so excited to be running for a Board Member position on
Student Government Board (SGB) with the Illuminate Slate! I’m a sophomore majoring in Sociology, and I’m from
Scranton, PA. Outside of school, I am also a member of the Student Civic Engagement Council on PittServes where
we prioritize collaborating with local Pittsburgh nonprofit organizations in order to increase community
engagement and service. I also serve as the In-Home Tutoring Coordinator for Pitt FORGE through which I
volunteer to teach English to refugees living in Pittsburgh. I also love embroidering, traveling to new places, and
cooking (please let me know if you have any recipe recommendations!). 

Over the past two years, I have been involved with SGB in various capacities. Last year, I served as a member of the
Wellness Committee where I was able to work on wellness initiatives. This year, I have the privilege of serving as the
Chair of the Wellness Committee in which I have been able to implement institutional health policy initiatives on
campus with the goal of improving students’ mental, physical, and nutritional health. During my time as Wellness
Chair, I have led several initiatives including Mental Health Awareness Month (MHAM) during which we
collaborated with student organizations to host nearly 30 programs for the month of October. Another initiative
that I helped work on was collaborating with University administration to implement the new Undergraduate
Student Success Resources Canvas Module which has a centralized list of academic and wellness resources for
students. I am also currently working with some students and student organizations on a few menstrual equity
initiatives.

I’m running for a Board Member position because I am very passionate about advocating for students, and I want
to ensure that your voices are heard. As a student who eats halal, I understand the challenges that students with
dietary restrictions face when eating on-campus. It’s vital that we work to expand options for students with diverse
dietary needs, whether it be allergies, cultural/religious dietary restrictions, or other practices, in order to increase
accessibility and inclusivity. In addition to this, students deserve an improvement in the overall quality of dining on
campus. To advocate for students’ dining needs, I will work to revamp Dining at Pitt by working with Dining officials
and PittEats in order to improve quality and expand options for all students. Another one of my top priorities is
enhancing student governance through increasing communication and transparency between students and SGB
and improving the student experience by strengthening this connection. To do this, I will prioritize initiatives such
as traveling office hours and meeting with student organizations so that we can better communicate with students,
hear their concerns, and work on issues that they are passionate about. The final initiative of my platform is
establishing a centralized Pitt ID App where Panther Card functionality can be integrated into students’ phones. As
students at Pitt, we use our Panther Cards several times a day, and it can be such a hassle when we forget them or
have to dig through our bags to find them. To increase convenience and accessibility for students, I am eager to
collaborate with the University to launch a Pitt ID App to serve as a one-stop, convenient location where students
can spend Panther Funds, tap into buildings, and use their meal plan. 

Ultimately, as a Board Member I will work to make Pitt a better place for all students and ensure that student
voices are uplifted and prioritized. I will do everything in my power to advocate for you because this is your college
experience, and my goal is to work to make your experience the best it can be. If you have any questions or want to
discuss further, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me (sas598@pitt.edu) because I would love to chat. Help us
brighten Pitt’s future by voting for the Illuminate Slate on March 21st!



Katie Fitzpatrick — Board Candidate 

Illuminate Slate

she/her
Sophomore — Plymouth Meeting, PA
Political Science, Psychology 



Illuminate Slate
Katie Fitzpatrick
Hi everyone! My name is Katie Fitzpatrick (she/her), and I’m so excited to be running for a Board Member position
on the Student Government Board with the Illuminate Slate! I’m a sophomore majoring in Psychology and Political
Science, and I was born and raised in Plymouth Meeting, PA (I'm an outside-of-Philly person). Outside of school, I’m
a member of TRIO Student Support Services, and I teach English to refugees through FORGE at Pitt. For a few years
now, I have volunteered to advocate for people with scoliosis, talking to patients and doctors alike. At the
Roecklein Lab, I do research where we look at how sleep and depression interact. I also love gardening, painting,
and fostering animals. Fun fact: I fostered a cat that was in the Kitty halftime show of the Puppy Bowl! 

Over the past two years, I’ve been in SGB, last year on the Community and Governmental Relations Committee and
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee. This year I have the privilege to serve as the Community and
Governmental Relations Chair in SGB. As Chair, I work to bridge students to the local community, and local, state,
and federal government through lobbies, initiatives, and events. A few things I've done this year: I’ve held Renters
Tenant Town Halls, lobbied for students' education and issues that are important to students, and created lists of
food pantries around our campus. I'm also planning a Women in Politics Panel, Global Food Market, and a
conference to lobby for in-state students to continue to receive a tuition reduction. I’m running for Board Member
to uplift the voices of those around me and create a more inclusive and transparent environment on campus. How
will I help brighten students' lives? First, as a student who’s registered with Disability Resource Services (DRS), I
understand the frustration surrounding both getting accommodations, ensuring my professors follow them, and
inclusivity for those with disabilities. I believe the University needs to take additional steps to help protect
students with disabilities and make the process more approachable. 

As a Board Member, I’d take a three-step approach: first, I will start a task force to work with students on their
issues with access to DRS, second begin a line of communication with DRS to resolve these concerns and third,
ensure the office has the necessary resources to do so. While on the DEI committee last year, I began working with
DRS independently on issues I’ve noticed, so I know they are both receptive and responsive to concerns and will
use my current connection to help bring all students' concerns to them. Through this, I aim to get a comprehensive
list of concerns and action items to the University and DRS and a timeline for fixing these issues, in addition to
updating the resources on how and for what to apply for in order to get accommodations. Another initiative I’m
excited to start is making the financial aid process easier for current Pitt students to understand and approach.
After we graduate high school, knowing where to look to continue to fund our education is confusing and seems to
be more difficult. As a state-related school, out-of-state students don’t get the reduction in tuition in-state
students do, and many have trouble funding their time here. Funding our education should be the last issue on our
minds. I’d work with the Office of Financial Aid and other relevant University Departments to ensure current Pitt
students, both in-state and out-of-state, can continue to fund their education while at Pitt. I will create centralized
resources for how and where to apply for more scholarships and aid, along with directing students to additional
resources which may lessen their financial burden both on and off campus. This brings me to my third, to help
connect students to the local community more and direct them toward organizations or people who will make their
lives more enjoyable while at Pitt. This will involve resources for better and safer renting off-campus, a guide of
activities to Pittsburgh, and a connection to Oakland community organizations. 

Ultimately, as a Board Member, I will advocate on behalf of students, ensure concerns when approaching DRS and
funding education are listened to, and bridge both of these initiatives by making student living in Pittsburgh more
enjoyable during our years at Pitt. I’m running for Board to make all of our futures brighter at Pitt; I’m running for
you! If you’d ever like to chat, please don’t hesitate to reach out at crf67@pitt.edu. Help us brighten Pitt’s future by
voting for the Illuminate Slate on March 21st!



Disrupt Slate

Katie Emmert — Board Candidate 

she/her
Sophomore — Chester Springs, PA
Political Science, Law, Criminal Justice, & Society; Public and
Professional Writing Certificate 



Disrupt Slate
Katie Emmert
The University advertises itself as a champion of progress, innovation, and change. “We are focused on the impact
and the relentless pursuit of change for good.” Or “Here, progress is always in progress.” While this sounds great,
its actions often suggest otherwise: minuscule student worker wages pay, union busting, failure to address sexual
violence, displacement of student gardens, the housing of a fake abortion clinic at the Pitt Healthy U fair,
investment in fossil fuels, lack of office space for clubs, lack of resources for students of color and LGBTQIA
students. The list goes on. 

I am running to be a board member because I am fed up with the University’s refusal to address student concerns
in a meaningful way. The University of Pittsburgh is an institution capable of making change. Still, every day we are
reminded that it is also one that often prioritizes profit at the expense of student wellbeing. As a board member, I
will see that Pitt acts on student concerns and meets the student body's needs. Pitt's systems of support are
inadequate and fail to address student concerns. This reality became blatantly obvious after the assault in the
Cathedral. The University addresses rape culture and sexual misconduct in three main ways: prevention, survivor
support, and Title IX. All suck and neglect attention to students and survivors of color and students and survivors
in the LGBTQIA community and further marginalize and revictimize survivors. Over the summer, I trained in crisis
counseling and survivor care before volunteering with my local crime victims center. Pitt is failing in its prevention
and response to sexual misconduct. When I returned to Pitt in the fall, I began advocating for better prevention
education and improved survivor resources and care. After the assault in the Cathedral, I helped pen “A Letter On
Equitable Sexual Violence Prevention at Pitt” and read it aloud in front of administrators at the Pitt town hall on
safety and sexual violence prevention. Since then, I became involved in several student leader groups surrounding
ending sexual misconduct, including a task force and council through the University and an ad-hoc through student
government. 

As a board member, I plan on continuing this work, meeting with survivors and peer leaders, and demanding the
University improve. As official student body representatives, board members enjoy the unique opportunity to
communicate directly with the administration. That direct line of communication will allow me to schedule
meetings to gather information for students and student organizations and voice a need for better resources.
Within my capacity as a board member, I will not only be better able to address sexual violence on campus and
advocate for survivors but also uplift student concerns and projects in other areas. I want to be a board member to
accelerate communication and progress on initiatives. And this extends beyond initiatives that I am a part of. I will
find ways to help and voice students' work on campus. This past year, I have brought my concerns to
administrators. At a meeting with Dean Panzella, I voiced frustration over the town hall on sexual assault. Recently,
I scheduled a meeting with Katie Pope and mentioned my disappointment in sex education and sexual violence
education at Pitt. I also met with Title IX Response Manager to discuss Title IX. I am not afraid of communicating to
administrators my and other student’s concern. Through these meetings and involvement in SGB, I’ve learned how
the University operates and how administrators work. I want to acknowledge that while I am frustrated, I am also
hopeful about Pitt’s future. That is because I have had the opportunity to work with passionate student leaders and
witness firsthand the power of student organizing. In my freshman year, I joined the Community of Governmental
Relations Committee on SGB and watched the CGR Committee speak on student and community issues. In the
same year, I saw Planned Parenthood Generation Action organize fundraisers for abortion and victims of police
violence. Seeing student action on all ends of campus has been truly energizing and impassioning, and it cements
my commitment to helping students. Most importantly, it influences me to become an active and empathetic
advocate on campus. 

I am ready and excited to serve on Board next year. I have the time, the concern, and the motivation to do this
work. I am vigorously pro-student, and I will prioritize advocating for your needs and concerns. 



Disrupt Slate

Olivia Rosati — Board Candidate 

she/her
Junior — North Haledon, NJ 
Political Science (BPhil), International Studies Co-Major; Sociology and
Law, Criminal Justice, & Society Minors 



Olivia Rosati
As a Junior, I’ve experienced firsthand many of the flaws Pitt has, and I felt like I had
nowhere to go to address these concerns. The past three years I’ve been hung up on
by Student Health, waited over an hour for a shuttle multiple times, had no heat in
my dorm, and tried to connect to an online class in a building with the worst WiFi I
have ever seen (H2Posvar). These are just some of the many problems we face on
campus every single day. 

I am running for Board because I want to press the administration on real issues and
be a resource for students like me to voice their concerns in a supportive
environment. Before this campaign, I had no ties to Student Government Board, and
it was a struggle to find the right people to talk to. I want to use my platform to
normalize coming to SGB for help. I currently work as a Reservations Assistant in the
William Pitt Union and make 8 dollars an hour. At this job, I’m currently living
paycheck to paycheck. I will make it a priority to have conversations about
increasing student wages to above 8 dollars an hour. Getting in contact with the
administration is nearly impossible as a student, but as a board member I will be in a
position to have regular contact with the administration, and I am not afraid to make
them uncomfortable. As a student we pay a “Wellness Fee” each semester. However,
Student Health Services and The University Counseling Center are extremely
inconsistent. Yet, the price we pay remains the same. I will use my platform on
Board to address the unreliability of wellness resources on campus and discuss
expanding operating hours and the length of counseling services offered on campus.

Most importantly, Board is here to serve you. I want to be a Board member to ensure
that the University is made aware of the day-to-day struggles and worries Pitt
students have and get the answers we all deserve.

Disrupt Slate



Independent Candidate

Braydan Issermoyer — Board
Candidate 

he/him
Junior — Walnutport, PA 
Political Science, Psychology; Economics Minor



Braydan Issermoyer
Hello! My name is Braydan Issermoyer, and I am a junior political science and psychology student, pursuing a minor
in economics. I am a current SGB Board member running for election to a full term, after being appointed to fill a
vacancy on the board. In my short time on the board, I have begun working to end sexual assault on our campus,
improve the advising process, and work towards improving disability resources both inside and outside of the
classroom. 

I hope to continue this work if elected to a full term, as well as undertaking crucial steps towards providing more
diverse dining options, increasing the transparency of SGB, and making our campus more sustainable. Chief among
these issues is combatting sexual violence on campus, an issue salient in the minds of many voters. This issue is
very important and close to me, and I have been working to combat sexual violence on college campuses since my
freshman year, when I became involved with the Every Voice Coalition. Last year, I established a chapter at Pitt,
where we work to eliminate sexual violence on college campuses through a legislative context. Because of this
work, I am well educated on the issue of sexual violence and bring several well developed proposals to Pitt. Chief
among them is working with administration to develop a trauma-informed way to educate students about the
nature of relationship violence, sexual assault, and survivor resources. Furthermore, we need designated
confidential resource advisors on campus to help survivors explore their options and work to develop a plan
working best for the survivor. In addition, we also need to increase training for staff beyond the current rate of
once every four years to annually. Right now, Pitt conducts climate surveys regarding sexual assault on campus
every four years, yet this is not frequent enough to understand the current trends, as well as what policies are
working, and which ones are not, and while I acknowledge the resources these surveys take to conduct, we need to
be conducting them biennially. 

In the realm of advisement, advisors currently do not have the resources to adequately perform their duties. I will
continue to listen to the experiences students have had, and relaying this information to Academic Affairs, as I
work to increase the resources advisors have at their disposal so they are able to put the care and time each
student deserves into their work. 

With disabilities, it is clear that there is not any universal policy among faculty. Students' experiences vary wildly,
but it is a common theme that students lack the resources they need to make their education enjoyable and
enriching. I hope to continue working to instill a broader sense of understanding in faculty of the unique situations
we as students face in these trying times. In a physical realm, University buildings remain compliant with ADA
standards, yet inconvenient. During a full term, I plan to serve as an advocate for students with disabilities,
understanding the needs of our fellow students and conveying these to the proper administrators. 

My personal leadership style is centered on listening and understanding the needs of every member of our
community and working with, not above, students to advocate for change. I find that too often we assume what
those around us think, and imagine conflict where there is none. I believe it is my personal duty to listen to
everyone with an opinion to share and involve them in every conversation regarding change. There is only so much
I can do alone, and my personal thoughts can not serve to represent every student. That is why I plan to serve as a
representative, representing the actual views of the student body. I have always been extremely hardworking, and
dedicated to seeing each cause through to the end. Thank you for considering casting your vote for me! H2P! 

Independent Candidate



Independent Candidate

Ashley White — Board Candidate 

she/they
Sophomore — Baltimore, MD 
Psychology; Gender, Sexuality, and Women's Studies Minor; Pre-PA 
 Track



Ashley White
My name is Ashley White, I am a second-year Psychology major, GSWS minor, and
Pre-PA student from Baltimore, Maryland and I am running for SGB. I was inclined to
run because of the many identities I hold but did not see represented in Student
Government. By running, I hope to use my first-hand experience as a black, LGBTQ+
woman to help uplift other minority students on campus and ensure their voices are
being heard and their identities acknowledged. 

Being a Pitt Student for 2 years with DRS accommodations, I am very familiar with
how hard it can be when professors do not comply with our accommodations. By
being elected, I want to work with DRS and the DEI office to ensure professors are
being held accountable and are compliant with student accommodations. I have
also had first-hand experience with the counseling center through health services. I
was fortunate that my counselor shared some of the identities I have, being a black
woman, but I know that this is not a common experience for non-white students. I
hope to work with the Counseling center to bring in more diverse counselors for
students to find someone who they feel more comfortable with. 

Finally, I have been involved in lots of different cultural clubs at Pitt and because of
this, I have also been introduced to the many different problems that these groups
face. Support from the University of Pittsburgh in terms of allocations and publicity.
By working alongside these clubs and letting them express their concerns to us, we
can make Pitt a more inclusive community where students from all backgrounds feel
represented and seen. 

As a board member, I want to implement better, more reliable mental health
services for students of color by way of more counselors of color/diverse cultural
backgrounds, more DRS outreach to faculty to make them more compliant with
student accommodations, and better accessibility for students with mobility issues,
and increased communication with diversity clubs at Pitt to have a better
understanding of issues minority students face and work towards creating a more
inclusive school community. Together, let’s move Pitt forward! 

Independent Candidate



Independent Candidate

Matt Jurich — Board Candidate 

he/him
Freshman — Ashburn, VA 
Political Science, Philosophy; African Studies Certificate



Matt Jurich
Hi! I’m Matt Jurich, a first-year student at Pitt, and I’m running for SGB board. I love both listening and playing
music, hiking, backpacking, watching sports, and political organizing. What’s political organizing? It’s talking to
people, finding out what they’re passionate about, and helping them realize their goals by getting them involved in
the political process. I know that this can feel like a pretty grim time to be living in, like we don’t have power over
our own futures—but I refuse to believe that there’s nothing we can do about this. I don’t just think that our
generation should have a voice in the decisions that those in office make, I think that we should be the driving
decision making force in these spaces. 

If you grant me the honor of being one of your SGB board members, I not only promise to be accountable to you,
and the issues and interests that you care about, but also to strive for that goal of seizing the means of our own
futures. So, how does the University of Pittsburgh SGB election play into such a large goal? You might be surprised
to find out that we as students carry a lot more power than one may think. One way I would try to promote this
power if elected would be introducing legislation to make election days school holidays—so that all students who
are registered can have the chance to vote. In the 2000 presidential election, almost 4 million registered citizens
who didn’t vote cited “conflicting work or school schedules,” as their reason for not voting. Meanwhile, the entire
election was decided by a mere 537 votes. If giving students classes off on election day could potentially determine
the results of a national election, imagine all the power our generation could have in local and statewide politics! 

Additionally, students who wouldn’t be able to vote for registration or citizenship reasons would still be able to
reap the benefits of an extra day off—to catch up on work, or practice self-care. I also believe at my core that every
workplace deserves the right to unionize. If elected to the SGB board, I would not only put forward a resolution to
correct the current stance of the SGB, and support Pitt teachers and faculty right to unionize—and recognize the
unions that they form, but also do everything in my power to guarantee that same right to student workers on
campus. Nobody should be allowed to be exploited anywhere—including the workspace. Giving workers autonomy
over their own labor is not just right, but a crucial part of the larger goal I outlined earlier. 

Another right that everyone deserves is the right to feel safe. If elected, I would seek out suggestions from students
on campus, as well as clubs and experts to create legislation aimed at reducing sexual assaults on campus and
further educating Pitt students on consent, safe sex, and holding their peers accountable. While these are some
specific actions I would take on issues important to me if elected, there are more things that I would act on, and a
main part of that is what’s important to you. 

I want to be a true representative of the student body, and would work to be accessible at public meetings, in
person, and on social media so that anyone who wants their concerns to be brought to the table at SGB meetings
can feel like they can truly do so. I also want students to understand and be able to see what goes on at SGB, and
would be transparent in the legislative process, voting, and anything I could share with the student body about
their student government board. Again, I know that it can seem like we have our work cut out for us in regards to
seizing the means of our futures, but I can promise you that if you elect me to the SGB board, I will work tirelessly
to bring us closer to that goal, and that I will truly listen to anyone who I talk to. I really do believe that if we can
come together around this goal, our best days will be ahead of us—now its time to get to work. Thank you
immensely for your consideration of me as a candidate for SGB board!

Independent Candidate
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