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SGB Announces Landmark Funding Breakthrough

For Immediate Release:

PITTSBURGH, PA (January 30th, 2023) - The University of Pittsburgh Student Government
Board (SGB) and the University of Pittsburgh Division of Student Affairs reached a landmark
agreement on the restructuring of the student activity fee. The agreement, proposed by
President Danielle Floyd, Vice President of Operations Isabel Lam, and Allocations Chair
Carson Hawk, will result in a $430,000.00 increase to the student activity budget.

Specifically, this new agreement between SGB and the Division of Student Affairs will
significantly revise the allocation of the student activity fee to the following items:

● Increase the Student Organization Resource Center (SORC) annual budget by $190,000
to provide support for student organizations.

● Provide a new annual budget allocation of $100,000 to support Traditions, including but
not limited to annual student programs such as Civic Action Week (formerly Pitt Make a
Difference Day) and Pitt Dance Marathon. The $100,000 budget includes the current
allocation of $20,000 to support Civic Action Week and Pitt Dance Marathon,
respectively. The Traditions budget will be administered by the Office of Involvement and
Student Unions.

● Provide a new annual budget allocation of $50,000 to support future student experience
initiatives and projects. The New Initiatives/Impactful Experiences budget will be
administered by the Office of Involvement and Student Unions.

● Establish a $50,000 annual fund to support registered service student organizations that
are not eligible for funding through the SGB allocations process, but which otherwise
comply with University policies and procedures to provide greater access for these
opportunities to students. The service organization fund will be administered by the
Office of Involvement and Student Unions.

○ In addition, Vice Provost Bonner has initiated a task force composed of student
leaders and student affairs administrators to review formula group funding, such
as the Pitt Program Council, and Student leader remunerations ( i.e. student
leader stipends).



● Provide for the annual allocation of $25,000 to be transferred to the Student Emergency
Assistance Fund. The Student Emergency Assistance Fund is administered by Student
Affairs to support students in crisis and need.

SGB President Floyd said: “In order to advance the needs of the student body, the Student
Government Board is responsible for making recommendations to the Division of Student
Affairs. The impetus for this landmark agreement revising the allocation of the Student Activity
Fee comes from the need to provide more support for formula groups such as the Pitt News, Pitt
Program Council, and the Student Office of Sustainability. I am specifically excited by the
increase of $190,000 in funding for the SORC office, which through the hiring of additional staff
members, will improve the experience of every student organization on campus. It is my sincere
hope that these changes will positively impact the student body, and I am extremely proud of
this accomplishment for our organization.”

Allocations Chair Hawk said: “This agreement helps ensure every dollar of the Student Activity
Budget is being spent on meaningful resources and services that directly benefit the student
body. We’re especially excited about the new funds being implemented that can serve as an
alternative to allocations funding for organizations in need of financial assistance in order to
execute their programming. Simply put, the opportunities and support this agreement provides
are going to be felt by every student engaged in our campus community and we can’t wait to
see the impact this has.”

Vice President of Operations Lam said: “We are so thankful and excited to distribute these
much-needed funds to these amazing sectors and student groups on campus. This proposal is
exactly what I had in mind to serve the greater student body and our community. Moreover, the
need for this proposal has always been clear, so I am grateful for the opportunity to help bring
this to life. I hope that these new funds will improve our community and aid groups that
previously felt like they did not have a voice. I cannot wait to start working with these newly
funded areas to ensure that every last cent can be used to improve the student experience.”
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