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Hello! My name is Arlind Karpuzi and I am running for 

the office of President of the University of Pittsburgh’s Student 

Government Board. I am a junior in the College of Business 

Administration majoring in Finance and Marketing with a minor in 

Economics.  

My involvement began in the fall of my freshman year 

with the Elections Committee on Student Government Board. I was 

immediately exposed to the different ideas and directions that each 

candidate envisioned for the University. The pride that they had for 

their school was inspiring, and from then I knew I wanted to give 

back to the establishment that had given so much to me. From there, 

I applied and was appointed to the position of SGB Chief of Staff 

where I had the opportunity to work closely with the President, and 

gained insight on what the position entails and the work that goes 

into representing the University. It was through this work that I 

decided to continue in SGB and run to be a part of the Board. I’ve 

also have had the amazing opportunity to become a Resident 

Assistant in the Quad where I put on programs to enrich the lives of 

the students not only for my floor but the entire Quad.  Also, I have 

been able to meet great friends by being a brother in Pi Kappa Phi, 

which is an organization that has truly let me grow not only as a 

student but as a person. I’m an ally because an ally is someone 

joined with another for a greater common good.  

      I am more than excited to have this opportunity to be part 

of Student Government Board. Please feel free to email me at 

ark110@pitt.edu if you have any questions about my initiatives and 

as always Hail to Pitt!  

 Arlind Karpuzi  

Presidential Candidate 

Allies 

Gibsonia, PA 

Finance and Marketing 

Hello! My name is Ciara Barry, and I am running for the  

position of Board Member of the University of Pittsburgh Student 

Government Board. I am a junior pursuing a degree in Finance 

and Marketing in the College of Business Administration. 

Through my leadership roles as the Vice President of the Lady 

Panther Club Lacrosse team and Recruitment Chair of Phi Beta 

Lambda, I believe I have the experience that would help make me 

an effective Board Member of SGB.  

I’m an ally because the University of Pittsburgh means 

a great deal to me, and I want to make an impact on campus in 

my time here as a student. If elected, I would work on creating 

programs to help educate leaders of student organizations how to 

make the most out of their funding efforts, in order to increase 

student satisfaction and decrease organization dues. Another 

initiative that I would work on, if elected, would be the continued 

and improved programming on health, wellness, and positive body 

image. I wish to bring my network and passion for helping others 

develop a healthy lifestyle and mindset to this campus and push 

the movement that has been placed before me. Finally, I would 

work to improve field time and facility scheduling efforts for Club 

and Recreational Sports by working with administration and the 

facilities department.  

It would be an honor to serve as a Board Member of the 

2017- 2018 Student Government Board. Please feel free to reach 

out to me at CLB202@pitt.edu with any questions. Hail to Pitt! 

 

Ciara Barry 

Board Candidate 

Allies 

Pittsburgh, PA 

Finance and Marketing  
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Greetings! My name is Zuri Kent-Smith, and I am running  

for the position of Board Member on the University of Pittsburgh’s 

Student Government Board. I am a sophomore Economics major 

with minors in Chemistry and Africana Studies. I plan to enter the 

field of public health dentistry with a focus on cultural competency 

and healthcare policy. I currently hold positions as the Vice 

President of the RISE Mentoring Program, an RA in Nordenberg 

Hall, and a mentor at University Preparatory High School. These 

opportunities have allowed me to learn what Pitt’s community 

desires.   

I am an ally because I listen, note challenges that 

communities face and take action to remedy the situation. I began a 

mission initiate cultural counseling sessions for minority students 

regarding their experience, and these sessions are now in their final 

stage of planning. On Election Night, many students, regardless of 

their political affiliation, felt overwhelmed, and unable to prepare for 

their onslaught of exams. In response, I created a petition to have 

exams postponed that resulted in a many exams being rescheduled.  

I would still like to advocate for students with disabilities, 

as there are still many daily inconveniences that they face. I would 

also like to work with Pitt admissions and administrators to foster a 

relationship with the Pittsburgh community to attract the best and 

brightest local students to Pitt, contributing to the school and their 

own community. Finally, I want to serve as a direct vessel for 

students to voice their concerns and grievances and know that they 

are being heard.  

I consider myself blessed to have to opportunity to serve 

my fellow students, working hand in hand to better this university 

for everyone. I am always overjoyed to discuss any initiatives and 

can be reached at by email at zuk1@pitt.edu. Hail to Pitt! 

 

My name is Nihita Manem and I am running for the office 

of Board Member on Student Government Board. I am a junior 

studying Neuroscience and Psychology with minors in Spanish and 

Chemistry. I am the Education Director for the Sigma Sigma Sigma 

Sorority, striving to make each member a more influential role 

model. I am also a sister of Gamma Sigma Sigma Service Sorority. 

My role in these organizations has given me the insight for what 

impact I believe I can do as a Board Member of SGB.  

I am an ally because I want to serve as a leader to expand 

and diversify the experiences of students here at Pitt. As an 

“academic advisor” for the sisters of Tri Sigma and simply a friend to 

my peers, I see several students, from various backgrounds, struggle 

with mental illnesses. If elected, I want to work with the counseling 

center to offer more walk-in hours during the week, in hopes of 

reducing the stigma surrounding the issue.  

Studying abroad has broadened my perspective about the 

difficulties of assimilating to a new culture. Student organizations 

are a great way for international students to find new friends in a 

new environment. If elected, I would to work with the Student 

Organizations Resource Center (SORC) and Student Affairs on 

having an international students’ activities fair, giving them more 

opportunities to get involved. 

At the number 1 public collegiate institution in the 

Northeast area, it only makes sense that we take advantage of all 

the opportunities available. Becoming a SGB Board Member will be 

my way of tangibly showing my appreciation for something that has 

so strongly contributed to my growth. Please feel free to email me at 

nim69@pitt.edu. Hail to Pitt! 

 

 

Zuri Kent-Smith 

Board Candidate 

Allies 

Charlotte, NC 

Economics 

 Nihita Manem 

Board Candidate 

Allies 

McLean, VA 

Neuroscience  
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My name is Saket Rajprohat, I am currently a second-

year here at the University of Pittsburgh studying in the College 

of Business Administration. During the summer and fall of 2016, I 

served as a Field Organizing Intern with the Hillary Clinton 

campaign. I decided to join the campaign largely because of the 

rhetoric Donald Trump was promoting throughout his own 

campaign. During my internship, whether they were Asian, 

African, Hispanic, or Native American, part of the LBTQ+ 

community, rich or poor, we everyone came together to work 

toward all our goals. From these past couple months I have come 

to understand one defining creed. My fate is inherently tied to the 

success of my peers’ fates. If I am not willing to stand up for the 

rights of everyone else, it will never be possible to achieve my own 

rights. Ultimately, I learned that we are stronger together. So it is 

with that mindset that I wish to run for Student Government. In a 

time where differences are seen as liabilities, we need to fight 

against the divisive mentality that drives us apart. I want to work 

toward bringing us together and embracing our diversity. I will 

work to expand our access to gender-neutral bathrooms and to 

make feminine hygiene products available in all bathrooms. As a 

current board member of FORGE, Facilitating Opportunities for 

Refugee Growth and Empowerment, I will also work to make a 

Pitt a sanctuary campus, one that is welcome to anyone that 

wishes to gain an education, regardless of status. I also wish to 

focus more of our attention on the University Counseling Center, 

making our students aware of the “It’s On Us” initiative and be 

able to guarantee counseling to those who need it. When we have 

each other, we are stronger together. 
 

 
 

Saket Rajprohat 

Board Candidate 

The Point 

Moon Township, PA 

Political Science  

I am a sophomore who seeks to become a leader at the 

University and create as much positive change as possible. I 

believe that I was put on this earth to help people, and I wish to 

be a civil servant so that I can benefit as many lives as possible.  

I am a Political Science major minoring in Philosophy 

with a Public and Professional Writing certificate, and I am an 

exceptionally skilled writer and orator.  

At Pitt, I am a vice-chairman of my SGB Committee 

(Facilities, Transportation, and Technology). Additionally, I am 

the Fundraising Chair for this University's chapter of Phi 

Alpha Delta law fraternity, and I am also a member of the 

rowing team.  

I strive each day to excel in all facets of my life. In my 

(so-far) short careers as a civil servant, I feel that I have made 

great change, and I have the utmost confidence that I will rank 

among the best board members this University has seen, if I'm 

so fortunate to have the chance.  

I am a devoted lover of Pitt. When I applied two years 

ago, I promised that I would make good on my acceptance, and 

that I would give back to Pitt, and now I hope to do precisely 

that.  

In my two years here, I have raised money for Pitt, 

improved Pitt, and made Pitt proud with my academic 

performance. Now, as I enter my junior year this August, I hope 

to do as much as I can for Pitt by becoming a Student 

Government Board member. 

 
Manny Marotta 

Board Candidate  

The Point 

Rocky River, OH 

Political Science and Public 

and Professional Writing 
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I am running to be on Student Government Board 

because I love Pitt and I am passionate about making it a 

better place. If elected, the three main initiatives I would 

focus on would be continuing on with the current sexual 

assault campaign, establishing healthier food options and 

bridging the gap between the student body and student 

government board. 
The current Board has been working to review 

Pitt’s sexual assault policy and increase accessibility to 

victim resources. With the rising number of sexual assault 

cases occurring on campuses around the country, I think it is 

important to continue working to provide more assistance to 

victims and also creating stricter consequences for the 

culprit. I will work with the SHARE office and Pitt Police to 

see what resources we have available both for helping the 

victim and creating stricter consequences for the culprit.  

Another important issue is getting healthier food 

options for on-campus meals. Currently, there is a lack of 

healthy options in on-campus cafeterias, especially for 

vegetarians and vegans. Though we all enjoy an occasional 

meal of pizza and fries, it is disheartening to finish a workout 

and find only unhealthy food in the cafeteria.  I will work 

with Sodexo employees as well as fellow students who feel 

like their nutritional needs aren’t being met to create meals 

that are beneficial for everyone.  

Lastly, I will work to bridge the gap between the 

student body and student government. Currently, there is 

low student turnout in all student government board 

proceedings including meetings and elections.  By having 
meetings on topics that students and organizations are more 

interested in, we will not only increase interest in student 

government board but create better connections between the 

board and the student body. This increased communication 

will better allow us to serve the Pitt community.  
 

 

Ritika Bajpai 

Board Candidate 

Independent 

Downington, PA 

Computer Science and 

Finance 

 

Emilee Taylor 

Board Candidate 

The Point 

Hermitage, PA 

Political Science and 

Economics 

My name is Emilee Taylor and I am a sophomore 

studying Political Science and Economics. I have always had such 

a passion for people and dreamt of one day having the ability to 

help those in situations where they cannot help themselves. 

Therefore, I hope to pursue a career in public service and law to be 

the voice of those who go unheard and enhance their ability to 

impact society.  

I have always been very active in my community and 

during my time here at Pitt I have become involved in Phi Alpha 

Delta pre-law fraternity, as a member of the fundraising 

committee and Student Government Board, as a member of the 

Community and Governmental Relations Committee. Being 

involved on campus through these organizations, other student 

activities, and being an avid Pitt sports fan, I have had the 

opportunity to meet such a diverse range of people both here at 

Pitt and in the community that surrounds our campus. By actively 

participating in positive change at the university through SGB, 

my interest was immediately sparked and I realized that I do 

have the ability to create not only positive, but lasting change 

here at Pitt.  

As an elected member of Student Government Board, I 

want to enhance communication between the board and the 

student body. I want every student here at Pitt to feel like they 

truly have a valid and necessary opinion that will be not only 

heard, but also attended to in order to create a lasting, positive 

impact for our university. Also, the diversity at Pitt is something 

remarkable, and if groups work together with a common goal of 

enriching our institution, we can amplify the “Pitt Experience” for 

each and every one of the university’s students.  
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My name is Max Kneis and I hope to represent our 

student body as your next Student Government Board (SGB) 

President. My academic interests in Finance and Accounting 

have led to my service as first a member of the Allocations 

committee, and to my current position as Vice President and 

Chief of Finance for SGB. I also have worked in the William 

Pitt Union Reservations Office, am a brother of Beta Theta 

Pi, and have held positions in Phi Beta Lambda and the 

Resident Student Association. These experiences have shown 

me the needs and perspectives of a diverse student body.  

My desire to serve as your President comes from a 

drive to make Pitt a better place for all of us. I have seen 

firsthand the positive impact SGB can have, and I am 

committed to making sure all students understand that the 

Student Government exists to promote their interests.  

My initiatives focus on student voice and input. I 

plan to lobby for a longer winter break to ensure that 

students perform at their highest levels during the spring 

semester. I would host open forums for concerns and 

questions that would promote collaboration between groups. 

Student voice would be amplified as I lobby for student 

representation on the Board of Trustees, the governing body 

that determines tuition levels. Additionally, students deserve 

a permanent place on the hiring committees for University 

administrators and directors who will be directly impacting 

them.  

I am dedicated to advancing the interests of all 

undergraduate students and working hard on your behalf. 

The best changes on campus are made when the student body 

is heard; therefore, I am committed to promoting feedback 

from students across campus. I hope you consider me a 

worthy candidate to represent your interests at the 

University. Hail to Pitt!  

  

Max Kneis 

Presidential Candidate 

42 Stories 

West Chester, PA 

Accounting and Finance 

 

Ian Callahan 

Board Candidate 

42 Stories 

Riegelsville, PA 

Electrical Engineering  

 

 My name is Ian Callahan, and I am a junior Electrical 

Engineer running as a candidate for the Student Government 

Board. I am heavily involved in Engineering Student Council, 

where I have served as the Digital Media Chair and the 

Director of Finance. As Director of Finance, I was responsible 

for creating, defending, and balancing a budget of over $25,000. 

I currently serve as a Regional Co-Chair, where I am 

responsible for creating a conference that will include 

representatives from all over the North Atlantic. I am also 

involved with the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 

Engineers and with Pitt’s Marching Band. My experiences with 

all of these organizations have given me so much pride, respect, 

and admiration for what this University has to offer.  

Two things I hope to improve if elected are as follows: 

first, I want to enhance the safety for all students, both on 

campus and off campus; second, I want to open up access for 

students and student organizations. I would like to introduce a 

“Blue Light” app, allowing students to utilize the blue light 

system even when not directly near one, to help increase safety 

for students on and off campus. I would also like to improve the 

shuttle services offered by the University to be more reliable 

and run for longer hours. In addition, I want to give student 

organizations more access to classrooms and storage spaces 

through EMS. Finally, I want to make it easier to double major 

and minor across disciplines.  

I am passionate for ensuring the safety of all students 

on campus and opening up access for all students and 

organizations on campus. I hope that you consider me as a 

worthy candidate who will represent you and your interests on 

the Student Government Board. Hail to Pitt! 
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My name is Maddie Guido and I am running for 

Student Government Board to be an advocate for students 

across campus. I am a sophomore Biological Sciences major 

with a minor in Spanish, and I currently serve as the Chair 

of the student Allocations Committee. I joined the committee 

as a member during my freshman year, and immediately 

developed a passion for working with student groups across 

campus. I am also a member of Pitt’s Blue and Gold Society, 

as well as the Omicron Delta Kappa leadership honor society.  

Having seen so many groups individually through 

the allocations process, I’d like to serve on the Student 

Government Board in order to engage groups in a more 

collaborative manner. I feel so much passion for Pitt and the 

students here. I have always loved being a part of change, 

and I’d love to serve as a catalyst for positive change for all 

Pitt students. If elected, I will focus on programs that will de-

stigmatize and promote women’s and sexual health on this 

campus, starting with making this campus’ resources better 

known and more accessible. I’d also like to create a graduate 

mentorship program, helping students to learn more about 

potential graduate school majors at Pitt. Finally, I will 

advocate for the creation of a biology minor and work to make 

the allocations process as successful for student groups as 

possible.  

Along with these initiatives, I aim to serve you all 

to the best of my ability and become a resource to other Pitt 

students. I love hearing new ideas, and seeing just how much 

the students at our university have to offer. I am honored to 

be considered one of your candidates, and I hope to represent 

you this year. Hail to Pitt!  

 

Ami Fall 

Board Candidate 

42 Stories 

Ann Arbor, MI 

Psychology and Political 

Science 

 

Maddie Guido 

Board Candidate 

42 Stories 

West Chester, PA 

Biological Sciences 

 

My name is Ami Fall. I hope to represent our student 

body as a member of the Student Government Board. I am a 

sophomore studying Political Science and Psychology with 

aspirations of working in International Law and Policy. As a 

resident assistant at Holland Hall, a SHARE peer educator, and 

an active member of the Black Action Society and Students for 

Social Justice, I represent a diverse community of students on 

campus. I strive to promote an inclusive, culturally competent and 

safe campus environment where every student can have a truly 

extraordinary collegiate experience.  

My desire to serve as a board member stems from my 

passion to empower students through the promotion of mental 

health awareness and sexual assault awareness, and the creation 

of a more inclusive campus climate. I will assure that the voices of 

students of all backgrounds and experiences are heard and foster 

an environment in which every student can thrive. Additionally, I 

will initiate modifications of the policies for multiple exams 

occurring within 24 hours each other, extending the time between 

finals. Furthermore, I will work toward improving lower campus 

recreational facilities, providing students with a greater array of 

fitness options. Lastly, I will work with the Title IX office to 

increase awareness of the dynamics of sexual violence and 

promote healthy relationships. Through providing resources, 

support, and arenas for open and insightful discussions, we will 

continue the fight against sexual violence.  

I am dedicated to empowering students and creating 

lasting change at Pitt. As a member of the Student Government 

Board, I hope to play a part in unifying the student body and 

faculty, promoting cultural competency and inclusion, and 

spreading awareness of sexual assault and mental health 

resources. I would be honored to serve alongside other driven 

leaders to make Pitt the greatest it can be. Hail to Pitt! 
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 My name is Emily North and I am running for 

a position on Student Government Board for the 2017-

2018 school year. I am a sophomore in the College of 

Business Administration majoring in Marketing and 

Supply Chain Management with a minor in Studio Arts. 

I am currently the President of Delta Zeta and serve as 

an active member of the new organization FEM (Female 

Empowerment Movement). I previously had the 

opportunity of serving as the Communications Chair on 

SGB’s Election Committee, as a Marketing Intern for 

Student Affairs, and on the Marketing and 

Communications Committee for Women in Business. 

After getting involved in both Student Affairs and 

Student Government Board, I recognized that I wanted 

to take my passion for Pitt and for change a step further, 

which is why I decided to run for Board. If elected, I 

would first like to make major improvements within 

Pitt’s campus safety through expanding the Blue Light 

system, implementing a better SafeRider system, and 

sending Pitt Safety Alerts out to the student body. I will 

also work alongside Pitt Dining to regulate costs of food 

at venues such as Market To-Go, provide more 

affordable and healthy dining options for students, and 

limit food waste throughout campus. Finally, I want to 

create a strong coalition of Women Empowerment 

organizations on campus and within the community to 

offer more opportunities for female students. 
I am so incredibly excited to be given the 

opportunity to run for a position that means so much to 

me. Please feel free to email me with any questions 

regarding my initiatives at een5@pitt.edu. Thank you 

and Hail to Pitt! 

 

 

Hi! My name is Justin Horowitz and I am running for 

President of the University of Pittsburgh’s Student Government 

Board. I am a Junior studying Marketing and Business 

Information Systems with a certificate in Digital Media. 

Throughout my time here at Pitt, I have been given the 

opportunity to get involved in a variety of organizations on 

campus. I have served as the Entertainment Director of Pitt 

Dance Marathon, as the Philanthropy Chair of Beta Theta Pi, as 

an Allocations Liaison on SGB and as the President of the 

Interfraternity Council. These amazing experiences helped me 

discover my passion for Pitt, which inspired me to run for Student 

Government Board last spring. 

I have had an incredible experience serving as a Board 

Member on SGB and have been able to work on many initiatives 

that I am extremely passionate about. There are still several 

issues that are facing our student body that I want to be an 
advocate for. First, I will continue my work with Pitt’s counseling 

services to ensure that these services are made readily available 

for every student that may need them. Second, I want to continue 

the work of sexual assault prevention by mandating that every 

student leader participate in The Green Dot Bystander 

Intervention Program. Finally, I want to work on creating a more 

inclusive campus beyond the Year of Diversity and Inclusion. This 

includes collaborating with each school to work on the recruitment 

and retention of underrepresented faculty, and forming an 

Advisory Committee for Student Climate Related to Diversity and 

Inclusion, which will meet with top administration on a regular 

basis. 

I am so excited to be able to share and discuss all of my 

initiatives so please feel free to reach out to me at 

jeh173@pitt.edu. Thank you and Hail to Pitt! 

  

Emily North 

Board Candidate 

Vote Summit 

Syracuse, NY 

Marketing and Supply 

Chain Management 

 

Justin Horowitz 

Presidential Candidate 

Vote Summit 

Chadds Ford, PA 

Marketing and Business 

Information Systems 
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My name is Alex Spenceley and I am a sophomore 

in the Dietrich School of Arts and Sciences studying 

Neuroscience, American Sign Language. I am very excited to 

run for a Board Member position in Student Government 

Board for the 2017-2018 academic year. I am currently a 

member of Pitt’s Ultimate Frisbee A-Team and the National 

Society of Collegiate Scholars.  I am also an undergraduate 

researcher in Dr. Linda Rinaman’s Neuroscience research 

lab in Langley Hall and a former Pitt Pathfinder. 

Throughout my time as a Pitt student, I realized 

that there are many things that could be improved to ensure 

that every Pitt student, current and prospective, has an 

amazing of an experience as I have had.  If elected, I would 

work with the Allocations committee to aid with the 

transparency of club sports’ allocations processes by bringing 

all club sports’ financial and logistical operations under 

CampusRec’s authority. This would make it a smoother 

process for club sports seeking financial assistance from the 
University.  Another one of my primary initiatives is to 

ensure that Pitt’s Year of Diversity and Inclusion does not 

end in 2017.  I would also like to implement a program 

aimed at increasing collaboration amongst Pitt’s various 

student organizations by providing additional financial 

assistance to events put forth by a collaboration of two or 

more organizations.  Finally, I would like to work with the 

administration, Student Health and Counseling services, 

and Pitt’s Mental Health Task Force to provide more services 

and support to those who may be suffering from substance 

abuse or addiction. 

I am extremely excited and humbled by the 

opportunity to run for Board and enact positive change on 

the campus I care so much about.  Please contact me at 

als362@pitt.edu if you have any questions. Thank you and 

Hail to Pitt!  

 

My name is Krishani Patel and I am running for 

a position on the Student Government Board as a Board 

Member. I am a Junior in the Dietrich School of Arts and 

Sciences, double majoring in Biology and Religious 

Studies. I am currently a member of the Pitt Pathfinders, 

a sister of Gamma Sigma Sigma, a Brigader in the Pitt 

Water Brigade, and a part of the tutoring committee in Phi 

Eta Sigma. After having the opportunity to work with 

these organizations, I came to the realization that I 

wanted to get further involved with the university and 

work with the administration to further develop the Pitt 

experience for students. If elected to Board, I would like to 

work with advising to implement a system that gives 

students a say in the advisor they would receive. I would 

also like to work to obtain a “Reading Day” before finals so 

students can have an opportunity to learn new material 

and succeed in their classes. Finally, I would like to work 

on getting many of the online programs and certificates 

that students are required to get along with textbooks to 

pass the class, for free. Some of these programs are called 

TopHat and Sapling that are used for online homework for 

many classes.  

I am very grateful for this opportunity and 

please email me if there are any questions on my 
initiatives at kkp14@pitt.edu. Thank you and Hail to Pitt!  

  

Alex Spenceley 

Board Candidate 

Vote Summit 

Mechanicsburg, PA 

Neuroscience 

 

Krishani Patel 

Board Candidate 

Vote Summit 

Scranton, PA 

Biology and Religious 

Studies 
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Hi, I’m Nicholas Fisher and I’m from Churchill, 

Pennsylvania. I am a Junior in the Dietrich School of Arts 

and Sciences studying Political Science and 

Communication Rhetoric, with a certificate in Corporate 

and Community Relations. When I’m not in class, you can 

find me serving as the current Chairman of SGB’s 

Community and Governmental Relations Committee, 

losing a game of basketball at Trees Hall, wandering 

around Pittsburgh with friends, or talking someone’s ear 

off about politics. My goal is to make Pitt an inclusive, 

welcoming, and innovative campus for everyone. I intend 

to use the experiences, concerns, and perspectives of 

university students to institute actionable reform. I aim to 

promote diversity, transparency, respect, and cross-

cultural inclusion through my Campus Safeguard 

Initiative, which would implement diversity town halls 

with the Board of Trustees, further inclusion of cultural 

organizations in campus events, among other similar 

actions. I will improve the university’s current sexual 

assault response protocol by working with a team of 

students and administrators to examine where it fails to 

meet students’ needs. Additionally, I aim to establish the 

Nu:Fund, a way for SGB to put more power in the hands 

of students by funding new, unconventional, and 

innovative ideas and projects that would improve and 

advance Pitt’s campus. What I’ve come to learn over my 

years at Pitt is that there are so many students on Pitt’s 

campus that have open hearts and pioneering minds, but 

these students may not have the resources available to 

make changes. I aim for SGB to serve as a vessel for 

student engagement, where all students are represented 

and heard. I look forward to speaking with each and every 

one of you! As always, Hail to Pitt! 

 

Nicholas Fisher 

Board Candidate 

Union 

Churchill, PA 

Political Science and 

Communication Rhetoric 

 

Natalie Cheuk 

Board Candidate 

Union 

Charlotte, NC 

Political Science and 

Linguistics 

My name is Natalie Cheuk and I am currently a junior 

majoring in Political Science and Linguistics while doing 

prerequisites for my Masters in Teaching for grades 7-12. I have 

been involved in Chinese American Students Association (CASA) 

and Asian Students Alliance (ASA) since my freshmen year and 

am currently President of CASA. When I’m not in class, you can 

find me in a CSSD computing lab working as a lab consultant or 

on the CCLD floor of the William Pitt Union studying or hanging 

out with my friends. My hopes and goals for Pitt is to include a 

more diverse voice within student government and to bring 

greater representation to different groups on campus. I aim to 

promote cross-cultural inclusion and address the concerns of any 

student at Pitt. Furthermore, as a president of a large student 

organization, I am aware of the situations that student leaders 

face. If elected, I can represent student organization leaders and 

members by bringing outsider insight into SGB that can help 

rebrand the board. I also represent each and every student 

attending Pitt because one of my main initiatives is to implement 

medical amnesty so students are encouraged to call the 

authorities for help without the fear of receiving a citation during 

potentially fatal alcohol incidents. Some of my other initiatives 

include the continuation of Sexual & Reproductive Health 

Awareness Week and improving resources on campus to 

encourage safe sex practices, and implementation of diversity 

training during orientation week to help students locate resources 

when dealing with hate speech, racism, and discrimination. 
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Davis Weaver 

Board Candidate 

Union 

Bethlehem, PA 

International Studies and 

Political Science 

Hi, my name is Davis Weaver, and I am currently a 

sophomore studying International Studies and Political Science 

with a minor in Theatre Arts and a certificate in African Studies. 

When I’m not telling potential students how many windows are in 

the Cathedral of Learning as a Pathfinder (it’s 2,529 in case you 

hadn’t heard it enough times before), or proudly representing my 

fraternity Beta Theta Pi, you can find me tutoring Somali refugees 

through Keep it Real and belting the soundtrack from Hamilton 

with my acapella group Pittch Please or fellow actors in 

University of Pittsburgh Stages.  

At the beginning of last semester I joined the Academic 

Affairs Committee of Student Government Board where I worked 

with other members to improve Arts and Sciences advising in 

order to reflect the interests of the students, rather than random 

assignment. I intend to continue and support these efforts in the 

coming year. An initiative of mine is to work with Academic 

Affairs to stress the amount of general education requirements 

that Arts and Science students are required to take in order to 

graduate. The initiative will add classes that would satisfy 

general education requirements so that students are no longer 

forced to select classes from a defined list. It will work to help 

students graduate within four years and allow more students to 

study abroad and still graduate on time.    

Throughout my collegiate career I’ve attempted to 

expand my horizons by learning about different cultures and 

peoples. Through these experiences, I’ve had the opportunity to 

learn some of the struggles of underrepresented groups on 

campus. Another initiative of mine will focus on marginalized 

groups around campus, specifically LGBTQIA+, people of color, 

and other commonly underrepresented groups. I intend to work 

closely with these groups to increase their recognition around 

campus.  
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Slate Information 

 

Allies 

 
Arlind Karpuzi (Presidential Candidate) 

Ciara Barry (Board Candidate) 

Zuri Kent-Smith (Board Candidate) 

Nihita Manem (Board Candidate) 
 

We are the Allies slate because although we may not be able to empathize with every population 

on campus, we will work for everyone at the University.  Just like the Boulevard of the Allies we 

hope our work ripples through not only our campus but through the neighborhoods and the city 

that surrounds us. 

 

 

The Point 

 

Manny Marotta (Board Candidate) 

Saket Rajprohat (Board Candidate) 

Emilee Taylor (Board Candidate) 

 

We seek to increase interaction between SGB and the student body, streamline the University's 

facilities, and promote diversity and inclusion for all. The Point is Progress. 

 

 

42 Stories 

 

Max Kneis (Presidential Candidate) 

Ian Callahan (Board Candidate) 

Ami Fall (Board Candidate) 

Maddie Guido (Board Candidate) 

 

We’re the 42 Stories slate. The name of our slate represents the two tenants of our mission: Pitt 

pride and student voices. The name 42 Stories is derived from the forty-two stories of the 

Cathedral of Learning, the building on our campus that represents an immense source of pride 

for many students; but it also represents the countless stories that there are to tell around 

campus. We are running for Student Government Board in order to make sure that every 

student gets to tell their story; our team represents a diversity of disciplines, a diversity of 

backgrounds, and a diversity of experience, and will leverage those connections to best serve the 

student body. 

 

 

 

 



 13 

 

Our mission as a slate is to ensure that every undergraduate student at the University of 

Pittsburgh receives the experience they desire during their time at Pitt. We firmly hold that the 

only way to ensure that optimal experience is to afford every student the opportunity to tell his 

or her story. 

 

 

Union 

 

Natalie Cheuk (Board Candidate) 

Nicholas Fisher (Board Candidate) 

Davis Weaver (Board Candidate) 

 

Union has a simple goal: we want to create an inclusive, welcoming, unified Pitt for you. We aim 

to accomplish this through comprehensive, student-led initiatives. We believe that SGB should 

be a transparent and accessible resource for all students to have a positive impact on the 

University of Pittsburgh. We're your representation, your voice, your panthers. Vote Union! 

 

 

Vote Summit 

 

Justin Horowitz (Presidential Candidate) 

Emily North (Board Candidate) 

Krishani Patel (Board Candidate) 

Alex Spenceley (Board Candidate) 

 
 

Our slate is committed to the success of each student and our University. We want to engage the 

student body and assist them in reaching their full potential, and at the end of their college 

experience, each has reached their Summit.  

 

We hope students will utilize us as a resource and outlet for their voice to the administration as 

they work towards the Summit, whether it is in regards to campus life, academics, or the 

personal and professional lives of the campus body. 
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Thanks for 

Voting &... 

H2P! 


