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University of Pittsburgh 

Student Government Board 

 Elections Committee Bylaws 

Article I. Preface 

Section 1.01 This document has been written to structure and govern the 

Student Government Board Elections Committee.  

Section 1.02 The Student Government Constitution, Student Government 

Board Bylaws,  Code of Ethics, and Elections Code shall take precedence over all 

Committee Bylaws. 

Section 1.03 In all matters concerning elections, the Elections Code shall take 

precedence over the Committee bylaws. 

Article II. The Purpose of the Elections Committee 

Section 2.01 The Student Government Board Elections Committee is 

responsible for conducting a fair, honest, and efficient campus-wide election in 

accordance with the Student Government Constitution and the Elections Code. 

Article III. Duties and Responsibilities  
The duties and responsibilities of the Elections Committee are: 

Section 3.01 To address violations of the Elections Code. 

Section 3.02 To facilitate Student Government elections by: 

(a) Opening and closing polling places. 

(b) Maintaining accurate records of voting. 

(c) Overseeing workers hired to operate the polls. 

(d) Adjudicating cases involving infractions of the Elections Code or Elections Committee 

policies in accordance with the Elections Code. 

(e) Preparing and publishing all notices in connection with the execution of the election. 

Section 3.03 To arrange and moderate the presidential debate. 
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Section 3.04 To arrange the inauguration of newly elected office-holders.  

 

Article IV. Membership 

Section 4.01 Any non-College of General Studies (CGS) undergraduate student 

of the University of Pittsburgh may attend a committee meeting and participate in 

discussion. 

Section 4.02 The number of committee members shall be determined by the 

chairperson to a maximum of eight members. The committee shall consist of no 

fewer than six members after the second week of fall term. 

Section 4.03 Committee members may resign at any time with a written letter 

to the Student Government Board. 

Section 4.04 Committee members shall not run for a Student Government 

Board or Presidential position while serving on the committee. 

(a) Committee members who wish to run for a Student Government Board or Presidential 

position in the fall term must resign by the last day of the spring term. 

Section 4.05 Members of the Elections Committee shall remain nonpartisan 

during the Student Government Board Election process. 

(a) Members cannot endorse a candidate, slate or affiliate running for a Student Government 

Board or Presidential position.  

(b) If a committee member is found supporting a campaign in any fashion, the Elections Chair 

may dismiss him/her from the committee as outlined in Article VII. 

Article V. Responsibilities of Officers 

Section 5.01 Chairperson 

(a) Shall be selected in accordance with the process indicated by the Student Government 

Board Bylaws. 

(b) Shall serve as the official spokesperson for the Elections Committee. 

(c) Shall report to the Board Liaison assigned to the Elections Committee. 

(d) Shall attend all public Student Government Board meetings and present a report. 
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(e) Shall keep five office hours per week in the Student Government Office. 

(f) Shall appoint the other officers of the committee, subject to a simple majority approval by 

the voting members of the committee. 

(g) Shall create new officer positions with the approval of the Board Liaison. 

(h) Reserves the right to set up ad Hoc committees or task forces under their committee. 

(i) Shall set meeting times in a designated place. 

(j) Shall create the agendas for committee meetings. 

(k) Shall supply the Student Government Board President, Board Liaison, and staff specialist 

with copies of meeting minutes and any other relevant paperwork. 

Section 5.02 Vice Chairperson 

(a) Shall assume the duties of the Chairperson in his/her absence.  

(b) Shall help the chairperson in coordinating any activities, planning sessions, or meetings that 

will be conducted within the organization, with other organizations, or the greater 

Pittsburgh community.  

Section 5.03 Secretary 

(a) Shall record minutes and attendance in all committee meetings and distribute them upon 

request. 

(b) Shall submit all secretarial work to the secretary for the Student Government Board. 

Article VI. Special Committee Details – Elections Code 

Section 6.01 The Elections Committee shall annually review and revise the 

Elections Code. 

(a) Amendments approved by the Elections Committee shall be submitted for approval by a 

simple majority vote of the Student Government Board. 

Article VII. Removal Process 

Section 7.01 The Chairperson reserves the right to remove any committee 

member who is acting inappropriately, as he/she sees fit. This dismissal shall be 

ratified by the Judicial Committee Chairperson.  
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Section 7.02 Any committee member may motion to remove another 

committee member. Such a motion must be approved by a simple majority of the 

total voting members, and sufficient evidence must be approved upon by the 

Elections Chairperson. This dismissal shall be ratified by the Judicial Committee 

Chairperson.   

Section 7.03 A removed committee member may appeal his/her removal by 

appealing to the Judicial Committee Chairperson in writing within one week of being 

removed.  

Article VIII. Meetings 

Section 8.01 A meeting in which voting takes place must have a 2/3 majority 

of committee members in attendance. 

Section 8.02 Members of the Elections Committee have the responsibility to 

attend all scheduled meetings of the Elections Committee or to contact the 

Chairperson if a conflict should arise.   
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Article IX. Parliamentary Authority 

Section 9.01 The Chairperson shall have the power of conducting the 

business of the committee as defined in the most recently revised version of 

Robert’s Rules of Order. In cases where the newly revised version of Robert’s Rules 

of Order is inconsistent with the Bylaws or Constitution of the Student Government 

Board, the Bylaws or Constitution shall take precedence over Robert’s Rules of 

Order.   

Article X. Ratification and Amendments 

Section 10.01 Any modification to these bylaws must be made by the 

Committee and approved by a 2/3 committee vote. 

Section 10.02 The bylaws will be submitted to the Judicial Committee to check 

the consistency between documents, and will approve the bylaws by a 2/3 

committee vote.  

Section 10.03 These bylaws shall be effective upon subsequent approval of a 

2/3 vote by the Student Government Board. 


