
 

TO:  Members of the Media 

 

FROM: Michael Nites, Student Government Board President 

 

DATE: September 12, 2014 

 

SUBJECT:  Personal Procedures When Dealing with Media 

 

 

I am happy to answer inquiries from the media and will follow these personal procedures 

when doing so. These procedures do not reflect the opinions of Student Government 

Board as a whole, and each member may establish their own personal policies.  

 

Interactions with the Media 

 

1. I will record every on-the-record conversation with all members of the media. Of 

course, I will comply with federal, state and local laws, and will ask permission 

each time before I record a conversation. If members of the media do not agree to 

be recorded, I will not be available for comment other than by email. 

 

2. I will not answer phone calls or text messages from members of the media 

between 8 p.m. and 8 a.m. during all seven days of the week. For example, if I am 

called at 10 p.m. on September 13, the absolute earliest I will be responding to the 

phone call is 8 a.m. on September 14. On Tuesday nights, I currently stay in 

Nordy’s Place until all students with questions have departed. I will continue 

doing this to answer any questions from members of the media.  

 

Open and Transparent Governance 
 

To demonstrate my commitment to open and transparent governance, I have taken the 

following steps: 

 

1. I have begun issuing press releases for all major announcements from the Board. 

These press releases are available on our website. If you would like to receive an 

email copy as they are released, please reach out to Acting Press Secretary for the 

Office of the President Matt Singer (mds104@pitt.edu).  We are happy to include 

anyone interested, including specific reporters and editors. 

 

2. I have listed 24 office hours on the Student Government Board website. I will be 

happy to speak with members of the media during in-person appointments made 

within those 24 hours

848 William Pitt Union 
3959 Fifth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15260 
412-648-7070 
Fax: 412-648-2141 

Student Government Board  
Office of the President 

University of Pittsburgh 



 

3. I will continue to participate in Campus Round Table on WPTS Radio whenever 

invited and available. 

 

4. For each public meeting, I will provide a tentative agenda by 5:00 p.m. on the day 

of the meeting. This will be made available on the SGB website. To maintain 

equity among all members of the student body, I will not be available for 

comment on the content of the agenda until it is posted for each student to see.  

 

5. I will post all bills and resolutions by 5:00 p.m. on the day of public meeting. In 

the event that a proposed bill or resolution cannot be posted by 5 p.m. (i.e., due to 

the need to finalize wording during the Board’s 8:00 p.m. planning meeting), I 

will make them available as soon as possible. 

 

As always, I am happy to answer any questions that you may have about these policies. 

 

Hail to Pitt, 

 

Mike Nites 

SGB President 


